
       
 
Dear Friends and Family, 
 

As we celebrate Christmas, we are reminded that at the perfect time in history our Father God sent the Lord Jesus Christ to redeem all who would call on Him to find 
salvation and hope. God actually originated His plan from eternity past (Micah 5:2) which describes the future King of Israel who would come from the city of 
Bethlehem. He also orchestrated the miraculous events surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ, especially His virgin conception and birth (Isaiah 7:14).   
 
 

GOD’S PLAN FOR CHRISTMAS: “But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law.” (Galatians 4:4 NLT) From this verse we learn 
that “when the fullness of time came” (NASV) God’s plan was being carried out.  
 
GOD’S PLAN WAS OPERATIVE AT THE RIGHT TIME: 
 

• Prophetically: The fullness of time refers to the fulfillment of prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah.  Daniel 9: 24-27 was one of these Scriptures. 
• Religiously: The Jews had completed compiling the Old Testament, assembled by Ezra and others, upon the return from Babylon. The synagogue system, which 

were places of worship, with schools and courts, became centers to proclaim the Messiah’s Gospel among the people of Israel. 
• Culturally: Christians had a common language. Alexander the Great had thoroughly established Greek culture and language throughout the known world. 
• Politically: Rome had instituted the Pax Romana (Roman peace), which provided economic and political stability.  
• Geographically: Followers of Christ could travel freely, and generally with safety, throughout the empire using the new magnificent system of roads built by the 

Romans. It would have been difficult to carry the Gospel to the world without these roads! 
 

Each of these  factors, in some unique way, was a key to fulfill God’s plan. His timing was perfect to usher in the birth of His Son! 
 
GOD’S PLAN FOR HIS FOLLOWERS: According to the sacred Scriptures, Yahweh God has a sovereign (ultimate rule and control) plan for all nations, people groups, 
and individuals.   “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” 
(Jeremiah 29:11 NIV) Each of us personally, whether we are in a season of good or bad health, financial stability or instability, positive or negative life experiences, 
recognize the hand of our Sovereign Lord (Ecclesiastes 7:14) and keep loving Him in the midst of living out His purposes (Romans 8:28)!   
 

                       
 
FAMILY NEWS:  We thank God for our blessings and praise Him in the midst of our difficulties. Thank you for your prayers! 
 

BROCK MCNOWN, 20, Heather and Jeff’s son, was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma last January.  After the initial treatments of chemo and radiation were not 
effective, Brock is now beginning more treatment, including chemo and then a few weeks in the hospital for a STEM CELL TRANSPLANT, here in Portland AT OHSU, 
probably in late January, early February, and followed with chemo a year longer.  We thank you so much for praying for complete healing and no negative side 
effects for him.  We have much hope that God is going to use these treatments to heal Brock. 
 

JUDE EBEL, 12, Seth and Vanessa’s son, has Tuberous Sclerosis Complex and will undergo brain surgery and several weeks in the hospital. We have the delight to 
care for their daughter, Isla Rose, the first part of January, at their home in San Clemente, California, while they are in Houston with Jude. The following is a recent 
email update from Seth and Vanessa: 

MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 

Check out the BLOG on our website  www.daleebel.org to read any of the hundreds of articles 
I’ve written.  The photo at right  is from my Nov. 9th post with a quote from the Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis. The first half of 2019 we continued with our weekly disciple 
groups and meeting with individuals. We began our fall with our groups meeting in our home but 
have taken a pause to help with our family’s health needs. We are so grateful to those who are 
supporting our ministry. Our address for tax-deductible donations:  

 

Dale Ebel Ministries, PO Box 653, West Linn, OR 97068 
Donations can also be made through Paypal at the ministry’s website: www.daleebel.org 

 
 

 



Dear Friends and Family, Thank you so much for praying us through our time in Houston this past summer. All the testing confirmed that Jude is a good 
candidate for surgery.  On January 1st our family will be headed to Houston where Jude will undergo a 3-step brain surgery at Texas Children’s 
Hospital. Vanessa, Jude, Isla, and I are so thankful for your love, encouragement, and faithful prayers as we walk this difficult road. We are hopeful and 
optimistic but it’s also very scary. It’s a huge next step for Jude and our family so we are humbly asking for your continued prayer and support! 
 

January 6th, 2020, Jude will undergo a STEREO EEG: Stereoelectroencephalography (SEEG): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1E2dRYjdt8 in Texas 
Children’s Epilepsy Monitoring Unit (EMU). Obviously, brain surgery is not simple to explain (nor do we understand it completely!), but here is a summary of 
this three-step process:  
 

1. Electrodes will be inserted into Jude's brain and he will be taken off all medicines to induce seizures. PLEASE PRAY that this invasive process goes perfectly, 
for our Father to protect Jude and for the Holy Spirit to give supernatural peace for our whole family!  
 

2. Either Vanessa or I will be by his side 24/7 under video surveillance to hit a button when he seizes. PLEASE PRAY that they would be able to confirm the 
exact point in his brain that is causing the seizures.  
 

3. After 7-14 days, the prayer is that they would have enough information to either: 1.) Deaden the “bad tissue” in Jude’s brain that is causing these seizures 
(with a laser) or, if that’s not an option, ... 2.) Schedule another resection surgery, which would NOT be our preference as it’s far more invasive. PLEASE 
PRAY they can laser the area(s) of the brain and that it would take Jude’s seizures away completely, which would allow us, over time, to wean him off all 
medicines hopefully making him mentally clearer!  
 

Other practical ways to help:  Being away from home and out of community can feel very lonely and isolating, especially when enduring something this difficult. 
Please keep in touch with us while away. We may take a bit of time to respond but we would love to hear from you. A text, email, or anything would mean the 
world to us. We will be staying at Marriott Medical Center for those of your who are old school letter writers :)   Lastly, as you can imagine, brain surgery, travel, 
accommodations, help with Isla, and eating out is not cheap! While we do have insurance, we will incur significant out-of-pocket costs on all of this. 
It could mean we are in Houston upwards of 1 month. If the Lord puts it on your heart to support our family with a tax-deductible gift to Jude’s Medical Fund 
operated through Rolling Hills Community Church in Tualatin, OR,  we would be truly humbled.  
 

Right now, it's only possible to make tax-deductible contributions by writing a check and putting, “Jude Ebel Medical Fund” in the memo line,  
and mailing it to:    Rolling Hills Community Church,   c/o Jude Ebel Medical Fund,  3550 SW Borland Road ,  Tualatin, OR 97062. 
 

With Much Love and Gratitude, Seth, Vanessa, Jude, and Isla  
"Yahweh my Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like those of a deer and enables me to walk on mountain heights!”   Habakkuk 3:19 

 
JJ MCNOWN, 24, Jeff and Heather’s son, has a new podcast on YouTube - Fortis.Media - and on the website, www.fortismediacompany.com.  He broadcasts three 
times a week, talking on timely news subjects that inform us and encourage us to participate effectively for good in our culture. JJ is graduating from Portland State 
University in Business in March. 
 

BRANDON married lovely SARAH JIO, July 20, in a beautiful wedding in Seattle in July.  It was a time of celebration for family and friends. Sarah is the talented 
author of ten books published in 30 countries. Her recent book is All the Flowers in Paris which involves Paris in WW2 and in present day. Brandon and she have a 
new “Him and Her” lifestyle podcast, “Mod About You,” at www.modaboutyoumedia.com/podcast. You might listen in to their interview with Dr. Les Parrott who 
gave Brandon and Sarah marriage counseling. Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott have written many books on marriage that Dale used in pre-marital counseling as a pastor.  
 

MAX MCNOWN, 18, Jeff and Heather’s son, (jersey #1 in photo) played on the Lake Oswego High School football team this year.  The Lakers came in second place in 
the 6A football state championship!  Max is a senior and will graduate in May. 
 

                                                                     
 

                                    

We thank God He has blessed our marriage in His service for 
over 51 years and is still using us as a team for His purposes!   
 

We hope you and your loved ones are doing very well and that 
you have a Merry Christmas in the Lord and a Joyful New Year!   
 

Dale and Linda 
 

 

The angel, Gabriel, speaking to Mary, “He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High … His Kingdom will never end.”  
Luke 1:32-33b 

 


